Running head: PHOTOGRAPHY ANALYSIS                                                                               1

PHOTOGRAPHY ANALYSIS                                                                                                       2

[bookmark: _GoBack]










Photography Analysis
Name
Institution











SEVERELY MALNOURISHED SADIKI BASILAKI, 9, RECEIVES A MUG OF MILK 
[image: <p>Severely malnourished Sadiki Basilaki receives milk in eastern Congo.   
 
Civilians on both sides of borders along eastern Congo are facing a life of hardship that is unimaginable and largely ignored by people in western nations as continued fighting worsens a humanitarian disaster that began in the 1990s. Despite a massive U.N. peacekeeping effort, the list of ongoing horrors includes summary executions, torture, rape and other intimidation of the population with children starving.
 
Taken on Nov 13, 2008 by Finbarr O'Reilly
</p>
]
Part I.
Photography: Finbarr O'Reilly
Date: 13/Nov/2008
Location: Rutshuru, 
Caption: Severely malnourished Sadiki Basilaki, 9, receives a mug of milk at a catholic mission feeding center in Rutshuru, 70kms (50 miles) north of Goma in eastern Congo, November 13, 2008. Malnutrition rates in Rutshuru, which has seen weeks of fighting between government soldiers and dissident Tutsi general Laurent Nkunda's rebels, are almost double emergency thresholds and aid workers are battling insecurity to deliver rations. The latest wave of fighting has worsened a humanitarian disaster that began in the 1990s.
Part 2: Analysis
The photograph portrays a young boy weak and with a big head holding a mug and directing it to the mouth attempting to drink from it. There is another person “an adult” assisting the boy to hold the mug. The picture demonstrates that the boy is suffering from severe malnutrition. The photo is taken at a centered angle and holds a lot of information all in one. This level of details demonstrates the level of intricacy of the photo. Nonetheless, the photo captures an aspect of symbolism as the weakness of the child is demonstrated through offered assistance. The child is assisted to hold the milk mug by another person. That is a symbol of weakness. The foreground of the photo is clearly set. We can clearly see an adult hand stretching to give a mug of milk to the boy. The middle ground is not quite clear through the enlarged head of the boy can be seen. The background appears to be a blurred painted wall behind the boy. From the facial expression and appearance of the boy, we can tell the boy is hungry and he cannot wait for whatever is in the mug to reach to his mouth. From the perspective and angle of view of the photo, the boy looks really week and malnourished.
Part 3: Interpretation
Based on my observation I can infer that this is a young schoolboy suffering from malnutrition. The enlarged head and week body is a symptom of Protein Energy Malnutrition. Additionally, the boy is in home clothes meaning that although he is supposed to be going to school his condition cannot allow him. The stretching hand is also big and muscular meaning the boy is getting assistance from a healthy adult. The face and body posture of the boy cries for help and you can tell that his health is at risk and he urgently needs help. We can see that some sort of help has arrived as there is someone in the background offering the boy something to drink. The child has a stereotypical look of a malnourished person. He looks weak and deprived. The photo does not show us any other person who was involved in the activity. We are even denied the privilege to see the person handling the milk over to the boy. Although the picture captures a lot of information on what is happening, the first thing you notice is a child drinking from a big mug. The genre of the image is photography and it strictly follows its rules as it looks for symmetry and knows its focus.
Part 4: Evaluate
The photo is quite effective for the audience as they can perfectly see the real situation of the kid. His facial expression and body appearance draw a lot of emotions and the need to assist in such incidences. Although the child gets some help from some people in the background we are not quite sure whether the milk alone was enough to handle the situation. It could have been much better if we could have been shown the other people in the background, the parent of the child or other victims and those offering the assistance. We should have been given an insight into what was happening in the background. From there we would tell whether the kind of help offered was enough. This is definitely a discussion starting image as we can see the effect of malnutrition on the child. Discussion on how to curb this deadly condition can be placed on tables. Additionally, we cannot tell where the child’s parents are as they are not captured in the photo. From the image I have learned that although malnutrition is a common condition, malnourished individuals do not receive enough help to deliver them from this life-threatening condition and young children are the most vulnerable individuals.
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